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State Land Office
State Land Use Planning Agency

Address Reply to

Division of State Lands
333 W. Nye Lane, Room 118
Carson City, Nevada 89706-0857
Phone (775) 687-4363
Fax (775) 687-3783
Web www.lands.nv.gov

URE Mér S STATE OF NEVADA
R ENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of State Lands

November 4, 2004

Mike Stafford

Nevada State Clearinghouse

209 East Musser Street, Room 200
Carson City, NV 89701

RE: E2005-085, EA for Geothermal Lease at Spencer Hot Springs
Reference: BLM NV063-EA04-59

Dear Mike:

The Division of State Lands has reviewed this proposal and offers the following
comments. There are no lands under the jurisdiction of the Division of State
Lands in the general vicinity that will be adversely affected by the proposed
action. This agency recognizes and supports the development of clean energy
resources in Nevada. Nevada’s abundant geothermal potential creates the
possibility of promising economic development that will benefit Lander County
and the State.

2-1

At the same time, this agency stresses the need to balance energy development
with the recreational and natural resources of Lander County and the state in
general. The springs have historical, cultural and traditional significance as well
as current dispersed recreational uses that are valued by both local residents and
others from the region.

2-2

Lander County is considering seeking a recreational R&PP lease for land around
the springs. Although the EA notes this fact, the document does not adequately
address the significance of this potential county effort. In fact, the EA, on page
5 of Appendix B, “Geothermal Lease Stipulations”, states that there are no
identified stipulations under the “Recreation” category. The EA fails to recognize
the importance of the county’s desire to protect the springs for recreational
purposes. At a meeting of the Lander County Public Land Use Advisory
Commission (PLUAC) on November 1, 2004, the board expressed its concern

about this very issue.
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November 4, 2004
Mike Stafford
E2005-085

Page 2

The EA is deficient in providing mitigation measures that would proactively
address a possible Lander County recreational R&PP use in very close proximity
to geothermal activities. These activities could have a very detrimental affect on
the experience of the recreational users that the county desires to attract to

Spencer Hot Springs.

2-4

The challenge for this EA is to adequately explain how to seek clean energy while
not sacrificing the character of special places. The answer may be in limiting the
iease to areas beyond a recreational “buffer” around the springs. Within the
buffer, no gecthermal activities would occur. The buffer should be agreed upon
through a transparent public process that includes the feedback of those who
use the springs as well as the PLUAC and Lander County Commission. As stated
in Section 1.2, “Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action”, BLM has three
options. The proposed action would allow leasing on the entire site. Another of
the options would result in BLM issuing a lease on a portion of the requested
area. The EA should look very closely at this option in light of the county’s
recreational aspirations at Spencer Hot Springs.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me at 775-687-4364 ex 235.

Sincerely,

Q0

Don D. Canfield III, AICP (Skip)
Senior Planner

cc:  Pamela B. Wilcox, Administrator, Nevada Division of State Lands
Jim Lawrence, Deputy Administrator

Caleb Hiner

Bureau of Land Management
Battle Mountain Field Office
50 Bastian Road

Battle Mountain, NV 89820
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COMMENT LETTER 3

. "James Morefield” To <chiner@nv.bim.gov>
<jdmore@heritage.nv.gov a
= cC
© 11/22/2004 01:17 PM bee
Please respond to Subject Spencer Hot Springs EA #NV063-EAQ4-59

<jdmore@heritage.nv.gov:>

22 November 2004

Bureau of Land Management
Battle Mountain Field Office
Attn: Caleb Hiner, Geologist
50 BRastian Road

Battle Mountain NV 89820

(via email)

Dear Mr. Hiner,

On behalf of our agency and the State of Nevada, thank vou for the
opportunity to provide comment and input to the EA for the Spencer Hot
Springs Area Geothermal Leases (NV0O63-EAQ4-59).

In general, we are satisfied with the analysis that has been conducted, and

with the lease stipulations and mitigation measures that are outlined in the
EA. We do have one request for modification:

We recuest that Palmer penstemon (Penstemon palmeri) be removed from all
reclamation seed mixes in Appendix D of the EA, and that this species not ke
planted in or near the project area. This is for the following reason:

Commercially availlable Palmer penstemon is always (to our knowledge) of the
variety native to southern and eastern Nevada (Penstemon palmerili var.
palmeri}. There is another wariety, Lahontan beardtongue (Penstemon palmeri
var. macranthus) that is much rarer, and grows naturally in Churchill,
Pershing, Nye, and possibly Lander and Eureka counties. This Nevada endemic
ig on the BLM Sengitive Species List, due to itg rarity, and also because it
is vulnerable to hybridization with the common variety (var. palmeri) when
the latter is planted outside its native area.

For this reason, we generally request that commercially available Palmer
penstemon not be planted in Nevada outgside its native range (Clark, southern
Nye, Lincoln, White Pine, and southern Elko counties). This will help
minimize swamping of var. macranthus genes by var. palmeri genes, which
could lead to endangerment of our endemic var. macranthus.

Thank yvou again for considering our comments.
Sincerely,

--Jim Morefield

James D. Morefield, Ph.D., Botanist & Webmaster
State of Nevada

Department of Conservation & Natural Resources
Nevada Natural Heritage Program

1550 East College Parkway, suite 137
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Cargon City NV 89706-7921 U.S.A.

web: http://heritage.nv.gov
email: jdmoreGheritage.nv.gov
tel: (775) 687-4245 ext. 229



COMMENT LETTER 4

United States Department of the Interior

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY v
eston, VA TAKE PRIDE®
Restof, Vi 20192 : INAMERICA

November 16, 2004

Bureau of Land Management _
Battle Mountain Field Office -~
Attn: Caleb Hiner, Geologist

50 Bastian Road

Battle Mountain, NV 89320

Caleb Hiner:

The U.S. Geological Survey has reviewed the DRAFT EA FOR THE SPENCER HOT
SPRINGS AREA GEOTHERMAL LEASES and has no comments.

ACT [ INF
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COMMENT LETTER 5

November 21%, 2004

Bureau of Land Management
Battle Mountain Field Office
Attn: Caleb Hiner, Geologist
50 Bastian Road

Battle Mountain, NV 89820

Reference:  NV063-EA04-59, NVN-077778;, NVN 077779; NVN 077780
1310 (nv063)
Spencer Hot Springs Geothermal Leases Environmental Assessment

Dear Sirs,

Upon receipt and review of the Environmental Assessment referenced above, the Greater
Austin Chamber of Commerce wishes to submit the following comments:

Spencer Hot Springs has been, from pioneer days, a major point of interest and used
historically as a way-point and camping by travelers traversing the area.

Austin and Big Smoky Valley residents, along with many modern day tourists and
visitors, have enjoyed the attractions and beauty of the springs. Most of the Spencer Hot
Springs improvements, although minor in nature, were constructed by these people.

|The Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce is in favor of alternate energy development
but feel the Spencer Hot Springs area should be preserved.

We would suggest that 160 acres surrounding the springs not be inciuded in any
geothermal lease, or a “No Surface Occupation” stipulation be applied to the same
160 acres. In either case, we would suggest that high standards of observation and
preservation be strictly imposed to ensure no change in flow, temperature, or volume
occurs at the springs themselves.

Our Chamber of Commerce, cooperating with the Lander County Board of
Commissioners, has been working to develop a plan for public and safe use of the
springs. Hopefully, this could result in Lander County leasing or purchasing the Spencer
Hot Springs property from the BLM.

Spencer Hot Springs area is part of a broad ‘economic development’ plan initiated by the

Chamber that includes other Federal outdoor physical recreation attractions/facilities.

Yours truly,

Ay trsces.._
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COMMENT LETTER 6

Hy T. Forgeron
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Georgia Jordan
OFFICE MANAGER

PARALEGAL
tEy
Allen D. Gibson RECLIVED "
DEPUTY” St Rt i Jeanne Falzone
FATL PO LEGAL SECRETARY

, lizabeth Barela
22 P %EdébﬂiECRETARV
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
LANDER COUNTY, NE@%@AE

BRIy
PET
315 S. Humboldt BT
PO. Box 187 i
Batile Mountain, Nevada 89820
{775) 635-3195
Facsimile (775) 635-8209

November 22, 2004

Bureau of Land Management
Battle Mountain Field Office

50 Bastian Road

Battle Mountain, Nevada 89820

Attn:  Mr. Caleb Hiner, Geologist

RE: NV063-EA04-59, NVN-077778, NVN-077779, NVN-077780, 1310, (NV063)
Spencer Hot Springs Geothermal Leases Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Hiner:

At a regular public meeting of the Board of County Commissioners of Lander County, the
subject of the proposed geothermal lease in the Spencer Hot Springs area was discussed.

The purpose of this letter is to supply the official comment from the Board of County
Commissioners to the Bureau of Land Management concerning this environmental assessment.

Please be advised the Board has voted unanimously to recommend that the Spencer Hot
Springs area itself be excluded from the overall proposed geothermal lease. While geothermal energy
development is a desirable goal, the Board feels that the exclusion of a relatively small parcel from
the approximately 8,500 acres sought to be leased will not unduly affect the project but will be of
significant benefit to the public.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Hy Forgeron,
Lander Count

HTF/if
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COMMENT LETTER 7 ||

filliamms, mmember of
ublic Lands Bdv. Cormmmission

2y

P.O.Box 111
Austin, Nevada, 83310
775 664 2301
toivabe®@pcinv.com

November 22, 2004

Bureau of Land Management
50 Bastian Road
Battle Mountain, Nevada 89820

Attn: Mr, Caleb Hiner, Geologist

Ra: Recormmendation and Comments on Environmental Assessment NV063-
£A04-53,

Dear Mr Hiner,.

At our regular scheduled meeting of the PLUAC in Austin on November 1,
2004 the Environmental Assessment an Spencer Hot 5prings Area
Geothermal Leases was reviewed and as a member of the Advisory Board |
would like to submit the followlng comments for the record:

That considerations be given to residents and traveling public that reflect
the best Interests and protections of prior vesied traditional uses of the
area known as Spencers’ Hot springs.

The Spencer Hot Spring site has been a popular stop for the jocals and the
traveling public for over 160 years and was used by Native Americans prior
to that time. In addition to bathing, the immediate area surrounding the
springs have been used for grazing, mining, stock and wild life watering.
wildlife viewing, and has been a area that offers opportunity for solitude
and mediation.

The EA mentions on page 4 that there were 4 letters received but the
letters are not included for review. For instance the Lander County
Commission voted to submit comments as did the State of Nevada Clearing
house and those commenis are not included as required by law.

E

The Advisory board recognizes the economic benefits of a Alternative
power plant in Southern Lander County however It also recommends that th
a set aside from the proposed lease area of a minimum of 160 acres
surrounding the existing springs and wells for future enjioyment of
traditional uses of the area known as Spencer's Hot Springs.

/A

jdms, Mémber of the Board.

PAGE
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|COMMENT LETTER 8 |

KENNY C. GUINN STATE OF NEVADA JOHN P, COMEAUX
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November 18, 2004 PILE/ LERARY/TOSS (CIROLE ONE)

Gail Givens, Assistant Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management

50 Bastian Road

Battle Mountain, Nevada 89820

Re: SAlI NV # E2005-085
Project: NV063-EA04-59 NVN-077778, NO77779, NO77780 1310 (NV063)

Dear Ms. Givens:

Enclosed are the comments from the Nevada Division of State Lands regarding
the above referenced document. These comments constitute the State
Clearinghouse review of this proposal as per Executive Order 12372.

Please address these comments or concerns in your final decision. If you have
questions, please contact me at (775) 684-0209.

A

Michael 4. Stafford
Nevada State Clearinghouse Coordinator/SPOC

Enclosure
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ATTACHMENT TO COMMENT LETTER 8

ALLEN BIAGGI KENNY C. GUINN State Land Office

Depart
and

PAMELA B, WILCOX

Direcior Goverttor State Land Use Planning Agency
ment of Conservation

Natural Resources Address Reply to

Division of State Lands
333 W. Nye Lane, Room 118
Carson City, Nevada 89706-0357
Phone (775) 687-4363
Fax (775)687-3783
Web www.lands.nv.gov

Administrator

STATE OF NEVADA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of State Lands

November 4, 2004

RECEIVED

a-State Clearinghouse TION
209 East Musser Street, Room 200 DEPRIMENT OF SRR OR
. OFFICE O RKNING DIVISION
Carson City, NV 89701 BUDGET ANB PLA

RE: E2005-085, EA for Geothermal Lease at Spencer Hot Springs
Reference: BLM NV063-EA04-59

Dear Mike:

The Division of State Lands has reviewed this proposal and offers the following
comments. There are no lands under the jurisdiction of the Division of State
Lands in the general vicinity that will be adversely affected by the proposed
action. This agency recognizes and supports the development of clean energy
resources in Nevada. Nevada’s abundant geothermal potential creates the
possibility of promising economic development that will benefit Lander County
and the State.

At the same time, this agency stresses the need to balance energy development
with the recreational and natural resources of Lander County and the state in
general. The springs have historical, cultural and traditional significance as well
as current dispersed recreational uses that are valued by both local residents and
others from the region.

Lander County is considering seeking a recreational R&PP lease for land around
the springs. Although the EA notes this fact, the document does not adequately
address the significance of this potential county effort. In fact, the EA, on page
5 of Appendix B, “Geothermal Lease Stipulations”, states that there are no
identified stipulations under the “Recreation” category. The EA fails to recognize
the importance of the county’s desire to protect the springs for recreational
purposes. At a meeting of the Lander County Public Land Use Advisory
Commission (PLUAC) on November 1, 2004, the board expressed its concern
about this very issue.
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November 4, 2004
Mike Stafford
E2005-085

Page 2

The EA is deficient in providing mitigation measures that would proactively
address a possible Lander County recreational R&PP use in very close proximity
to geothermal activities. These activities could have a very detrimental affect on
the experience of the recreational users that the county desires to attract to
Spencer Hot Springs.

The challenge for this EA is to adequately explain how to seek clean energy while
not sacrificing the character of special places. The answer may be in limiting the
lease to areas beyond a recreational “buffer” around the springs. Within the
buffer, no geothermal activities would occur. The buffer should be agreed upon
through a transparent public process that includes the feedback of those who
use the springs as well as the PLUAC and Lander County Commission. As stated
in Section 1.2, “Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action”, BLM has three
options, The proposed action would allow leasing on the entire site. Another of
the options would result in BLM issuing a lease on a portion of the requested
area. The EA should look very closely at this option in light of the county’s
recreational aspirations at Spencer Hot Springs.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me at 775-687-4364 ex 235.

Sincerely,

Q)

Don D, Canfield III, AICP (Skip)
Senior Planner

cc:  Pamela B. Wilcox, Administrator, Nevada Division of State Lands
Jim Lawrence, Deputy Administrator

Caleb Hiner

Bureau of Land Management
Battle Mountain Field Office
50 Bastian Road

Battle Mountain, NV 89820
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